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I	spearheaded	a	zine	and	film
photography	collective	with	a	group	of
photographers	from	my	hometown.
The	project	began	over	the	course	of
a	year	on	social	media,	but	as
momentum	for	the	project	grew,	I
decided	to	create	a	zine	for	the
collective.	Part	creative	director,	part
writer,	part	photographer,	part
coordinator,	and	all	leader,	there	were
moments	when	I	didn't	think	this
project	would	finish.

Collaborating	with	a	graphic	designer,
nine		photographers,	a	number	of
local	businesses,	and	a	show	venue,
we	were	able	to	create	enough	buzz
to	be	featured	in	an	alt-weekly
magazine	and	create	something	that
the	community	could	get	behind.
Leading	this	process,	from	inception
to	completion,	taught	me	that	vision
can	go	far	with	the	right	team	in	place.
The	outcome	was	a	high-quality
product	to	readers	within	a
reasonable	budget.

Passion	Project	Management:
Eau	Claire	Analog	



Catering	to	
Customers
Using	
E-mail:
Honour
Essentials
Newsletter

Photos	for	this	newsletter	by	Honour	Essentials



Honour	Essentials	approached	me	about	working	on	a	campaign	called	Morning
Ritual.	The	idea	was	to	create	content	that	added	value	to	customers	lives	while
also	directing	them	to	products	that	could	help	to	enrich	their	lives.	Honour	is	a
company	that	sells	their	own	coffee	and	men's	shaving	and	grooming	products,
so	I	proposed	the	idea	of	a	launch	email	that	focused	on	a	morning	ritual	tip

sheet	that	referred	subscribers	to	specifically	embedded	products.	







Informational	Content	&
Keyword	Repetition:	
Revival	Records



After	I	stepped	into	Billy's	record	shop,	I	felt	like	a	part	of
something	greater.	When	Billy	asked	me	to	write	the

biography	for	his	website,	I	wanted	the	customer	to	feel	like
they	understood	what	it	meant	to	enter	his	store.	To	add
emotional	weight,	I	chose	my	words	carefully:	home,

nostalgia,	community,	and	family.	These	words	are	repeated
throughout	and	used	to	evoke	feelings	associated	

with	that	theme.



Maintaining	Theme	Through
Words	&	Pictures:	Honour
Essentials	Morning	Ritual
Instagram	Campaign

"I	try	to	be	deliberate	in	my	morning	that	I	don’t	think
about	work	more	than	I	have	to	until	I	walk	out	the	door,	at
which	time	I	start	planning	for	the	day.	The	time	before	I
leave	home	–	coffee,	breakfast,	morning	stretches	or
exercise	-	I	try	to	keep	that	for	myself	and	rely	on	planning
the	rest	of	the	day	during	my	commute."	@rileyjwilliams	



"On	the	weekends,	I’d	like	to	say	I
take	advantage	of	everything	that	I
don’t	have	time	for	during	the	week,
but	I	instead	I	find	myself	really	trying
to	savor	that	feeling	of	possibility	and
freedom,	the	feeling	that	the	rest	of
the	day	isn’t	yet	written	so	I	can	take
my	time.	On	the	weekends,	there’s
something	decadent	about	being	able
to	slow	down	with	intention	and	turn
a	process	into	a	ritual."	@rileyjwilliams

"Hitting	resonance	with	that	fresh
outlook	and	energy	at	the	start	of	the
day	can	help	you	accomplish	so
much.	The	right	album	when	I’m
getting	ready	is	essential	for	setting
the	mood	for	the	rest	of	the	day.
Some	days	I	need	to	something	to
calm	and	focus	me	so	that	I	don’t	feel
rushed,	but	other	days	you	need
something	to	match	your	attitude
when	you	wake	up	energized	and

really	feeling	yourself."	@rileyjwilliams	



Finding	an	Angle	Using	Long-
Form	Writing:	Wisconsin	Built
for	PeerValidated.com



"Baseball	Season	is	upon	us	as	an	early	spring	air	blowing
through	the	half-cracked	door	to	our	left	has	sparked	us
with	the	possibility	of	some	kind	of	awakening	tonight,	but
then	someone	decides	to	start	singing	rap	songs	from	the
corner	booth.	It's	only	one	of	many	contradictory	events	of
the	evening."



Though	this	piece	is	an	older	example	of	my	writing,	it
demonstrates	my	ability	to	use	leadership	skills	in	order
to	craft	a	piece	of	writing.	In	the	process	of	creating	this
feature	story,	I	set	up	one	location	interview.	After
writing	the	first	draft	and	conducting	the	first	interview,	I
had	come	up	with	some	unanswered	questions.	I	also
realized	that	I	needed	more	pictures	to	include	for	the
piece.	



I	recruited	our	staff	photographer	and	asked	the	band	to
meet	us	at	their	favorite	local	restaurant,	where	I	conducted
a	follow-up	interview	and	directed	the	photos	that
accompany	the	body	of	the	piece.	In	the	end	it	was	the
second	interview	that	yielded	many	of	the	quotations	used	in
the	final	draft.	Getting	the	story	right	meant	going	back,
getting	more	people	involved,	and	mining	for	direction.	



Ultimately,	my	philosophy	behind	quality	content	is
impeccable	writing,	but	it's	so	much	more	than	that.	It's
about	considering	which	words	fit	with	a	brand	or
campaign.	It's	about	providing	content	worth	wading
through	a	sea	of	mediocre	writing	and	photographs.	It's
about	making	people	feel	like	they	are	there,	that	they	are	a
part	of	something.	

When	I	am	working	on	content,	I	put	myself	in	the	shoes	of
the	audience:	customer,	client,	reader,	and	me.	Quality
content	also	has	a	personality,	and	that	personality	needs
to	have	truth	to	it.	A	sense	of	honesty	comes	from
choosing	the	right	mood	and	revealing	to	an	audience	the
pieces	of	a	story	that	will	most	appeal	to	them.	

My	process	begins	with	considering	audience	and	finding
an	angle,	but	there's	always	a	need	to	find	that	intangible
human	element	in	any	story.	Whether	that	story	is	related
to	selling	a	product	or	selling	a	person,	the	key	for	me	is	to
find	something	genuine	and	go	from	there.	





Adding	Value	Through
Entertainment	&	Connection:

Honour	Essentials
Newsletter

Outtakes	from	Honour	Essentials	photo	shoot



For	this	part	of	the	Honour	Essentials	campaign,	I	was	able
to	combine	a	number	of	skills	to	put	together	a	story	on
Antonio,	an	influencer	in	Seattle.	Scheduling	an	interview
with	Antonio,	I	put	together	a	list	of	questions	that	catered
particularly	to	the	Honour	campaign's	goal	of	highlighting
morning	rituals.		When	creating	the	interview	questions,	I
considered	Honour's	image:	one	of	positivity,	inspiration,
and	innovation.	

After	meeting	Antonio,	I	could	tell	he	embodied	many	of
these	same	traits.	He	had	a	very	warm	and	charismatic
energy	about	him,	and	so	I	decided	to	capture	candid
portraits	of	Antonio	to	reflect	that.	He	used	his	hands	a	lot
when	he	spoke	in	order	to	emphasize	his	words,	and	so	I
chose	to	incorporate	that	uniqueness	into	his	portraits.	

I	find	that	putting	together	the	pieces	for	good	content
means	establishing	a	good	foundation	for	that	content.
Effective	interview	material,	word	banks,	style	references,
and	brainstorms	can	all	play	a	huge	role	in	the	outcome	of
any	given	project.	

Having	a	background	as	an	English	teacher,	writer,
linguist,	and	editor,	I	consider	myself	a	jack	of	all	trades,
but	also	a	master	of	one.	Whether	it	is	considering	reach,
accuracy,	or	effectiveness	of	content,	there	is	always	one
subject	in	which	I	consider	myself	an	expert:	using	words
to	propel	ideas	and	stories.
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